
Regional & 
Urban Policy 

Investments  
for growth & jobs  

 
Promoting development and good 

governance in EU regions and cities   

 

6 th  Report on economic, social and territorial 
cohesion, July 2014  



Regional & 
Urban Policy 

6 th  Cohesion Report  

ÅArt. 175 of the consolidated treaty:  

'The Commission shall submit a report to the European 
Parliament, the Council, the Economic and Social 
Committee and the Committee of the Regions every three 
years on the progress made towards achieving economic, 
social and territorial cohesion é' 

 

ÅExceptionally, the report has been delayed by 
one year to report on the new Cohesion Policy 
programming period  
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New structure instead of old  

1. Smart growth  

2. Inclusive growth  

3. Sustainable growth  

4. Public investment, growth 
and the crisis  

5. Good governance  

6. Evolution of Cohesion 
Policy  

7. Impact of Cohesion Policy  

8. Cohesion Policy in 2014 -
2020  

1. Economic, social and 
territorial situation  

 

2. National policies and 
cohesion  

 

3. Other EU policies and 
cohesion  

 

4. Impact of Cohesion Policy  
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SMART GROWTH  
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Regional disparities increased  
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Economic disparities  

ÅCrisis halted 
regional economic 
convergence  

ÅNational GDP 
projections show 
slow convergence 
post -crisis  
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Rural regions and the crisis  

Average annual 

change (%)

GDP per 

head
Productivity 

Employment 

per head 

GDP per 

head
Productivity 

Employment 

per head 

EU-15

Urban 1.3 0.8 0.5 -0.9 0.2 -1.0

Intermediate 1.2 0.7 0.5 -0.6 0.3 -0.8

Rural 1.2 0.7 0.5 -0.5 0.4 -0.9

Total 1.3 0.8 0.5 -0.7 0.2 -0.9

EU-13

Urban 5.5 3.6 1.9 0.7 0.9 -0.2

Intermediate 4.6 4.2 0.4 0.5 1.5 -1.0

Rural 4.3 4.5 -0.2 0.6 1.6 -1.1

Total 4.9 4.3 0.6 0.7 1.4 -0.8

2000-2008 2008-2011

Change in GDP per head, productivity and employment per head by urban-rural 

typology, 2000-2008 and 2008-2011
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Average annual change 

(%)
GDP per 

head 
Productiv ity

Employment 

per head

GDP per 

head 
Productiv ity

Employment 

per head

EU-15

Capital metropolitan region 1.4 0.9 0.6 -0.8 0.3 -1.1

Second tier metropolitan region 1.3 0.7 0.6 -0.8 0.1 -0.9

Smaller metro region 1.2 0.7 0.5 -0.6 0.2 -0.8

Non-metropolitan region 1.2 0.8 0.4 -0.8 0.2 -1.0

Total 1.3 0.8 0.5 -0.7 0.2 -0.9

EU-13

Capital metropolitan region 5.5 3.6 1.9 -0.3 1.0 -1.3

Second tier metropolitan region 4.9 4.1 0.8 1.4 1.3 0.1

Smaller metro region 3.7 3.6 0.1 1.4 1.2 0.2

Non-metropolitan region 4.5 4.4 0.0 0.6 1.7 -1.1

Total 4.9 4.3 0.6 0.7 1.4 -0.8

2000-2008 2008-2011

Change in GDP per head, productivity and employment per head by type of metropolitan region, 

2000-2008 and 2008-2011
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Industry in the EU  
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Employment

GVA% of total 

Share of industry (excluding construction) in 
the EU, 1970-2012 

Source: AMECO 
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Rural area

Urban area% of households in each type of area 

Next Generation Access (NGA) coverage by type of area, 
end of 2011 

Source: European Commission, 2013, Broadband lines in the EU: situation at 1 July 2012, 
Communications Committee Working Document. 

Digital Agenda  

 

ÅAccess to 
broadband 100% in 
2013  

ÅAccess to NGA 
100% in 2020  

Å Investments in 
case of market 
failure (!) from 
EAFRD and ERDF  
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Major roads  
1955 - 2030  
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Major roads  
1955 - 2030  
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Regional 
competitiveness  

ÅBoosting 
competitiveness 
requires more 
investments in 
innovation, 
entrepreneurship, 
education, digital and 
physical networks and 
more exports & FDI  
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INCLUSIVE GROWTH  
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More 

developed  
Transition  

Less 
developed  

EU- 28  

Employment rate 
population aged 
20 -64, 2013  

72.0  65.1  61.1  68.3  

% point change  
2008 -  2013  

-1.4  -2.9  -2.7  -1.9  

% point change 
2000 -  2008  

4.1  4.6  2.4  3.7  

Chapter 2  
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